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Motivation

* Valency of Czech nouns and adjectives compared to valency of their
base words (the NomVallex lexicon)

* Interlinked lexicon entries =
Comparison of valency properties of derivationally related words

NOMVALLEX VALLEX
Koléfova a kol., 2022 Valency lexicon of Czech verbs
https://ufal.mff.cuni.cz/nomvallex (Lopatkova et al., 2020)
A
m Deverbal adjectives :
® Denominal adjectives
Deadjectival adjectives
<_ RS —
M Primary adjectives

m Deadjectival nouns

B Deverbal nouns
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https://ufal.mff.cuni.cz/nomvallex

pomstit se ‘take revenge’ > pomsta ‘revenge’

[v-vallex.txt]
~ pf: pomstit se [blu-v-pomstii;se-1]
+ ACTq PAT3 ORIG pa+6: opt [NomVallex.txt]
-synon: vykonat pomstu ~ no-aspect: pomsta blu-n-pomsia-2]
-derivedLUs: blu-n-pomsta-2 + ACT32 pos PAT3 k+3 ORIG ha+6: opt
-example: zrazeni pratelé se mu -synon: odveta, odplata, msta

pomstili Inostejnosti; pomstili se  -derivedE __Dblu-v-pomstit-se-1
mu na détech; pomstila se @

bratrovi za pomluvy

-example-rich: ACT+PAT+CAUS: Loutkar
Andre Toulon jej stvoril ve tretim dile, jako
prostfedek sve ACT pomsty majoru.PAT
Kraussovi za to.CcAUS, Ze zabil jeho
manZzelku. « Jini zase Tikaji, Ze tato
zarizeni s neblahou povésti jsou pomstou
déti. ACT rodi€um PAT za jesle.cAUsS, ale ani
to neni zadna lichotka. « ...

-semcategory: abstraktni vysledek déje

-type: N-DV-2-root

20.9.2024 The Biennial of Czech Linguistics, Prague 4



chtit ‘want’ > chtivy ‘avid’

[v-vallex.txt]
~ impf: chtit [blu-v-chtit-2]
+ ACTq PATy4,inf, aby, at ORIG pa+6, od+2, po+6; opt
-synon: Zadat si (téZ vyménou); prat si
-derivedLUs: blu-a-chtéjici-2, blu-a-chtivy-1
-example: Co za to [NomVallex.txt]
ode mne chces?;  ~ jmpf: chtivy [blu-a-chiivy-1]

chce od rodi€u/ po 4 PAT, po+6. inf aby ACT
rodigich svaj vlastni e !

¢ 4 -synon: laCny
stdl na praci; chce _derivedFrom: blu-v-chtit-2
auto pro manzelku;

chce po ném LR re1
pFispévek za -derivedLUs: blu-n-chtivost-1

odménu; chtél po ni -example-rich: PAT: Televizni kamery jsou
nakoupif- chce od ni nenasytné a chtivé senzaci.PAT. « Citi,
slibit. e - chce jak na ném spocivaji penéz PAT chtive

aby odesel ... oi Zen. « ...
-type: A-DV-6

20.9.2024 The Biennial of Czech Linguistics, Prague



Compounds: pomstychtivy ‘(re)vengeful’

[v-vallex.tx] [v-vallex.ixt]
~ pf: pomstit se [blu-v-pomstit-se-1] ~ impf: chtit [blu-v-chtit-2]
+ ACTq PAT3 ORIG na+6; opt [NomVallex.txi] + ACTq PAT4, inf, aby, at ORIG na+6, 0d+2, po+6; opt
-synon: vykonat pomstu ~ no-aspect: pomsta [b/u-n-pomsia-Z] -synon: Zadat si (téZ vyménou); prat si
-derivedLUs: blu-n-pomsta-2 + ACT3, pos PAT3, k+3 ORIGnats; opt -derivedLUs: blu-a-cht&jici-2, blu-a-chtivy-1
-example: zrazenl pratelé se mu -synon: odveta, odplata, msta -example: Co za to [NomVallex.txf]
pomstili Ihostejnosti; pomstili se  -derivedFrom: blu-v-pomstit-se-1 ode mne chces?; ~ Impf: chtivy [blu-a-chiivy-1]
mu na détech; pomstila se K+3 chce od rodi¢ii/po  + PAT, po#6, inf, aby ACT;
bratrovi za pomluvy rodi¢ich sv(j viastni _Syn0n§ Iaén!y ’
-example-rich: ACT+PAT+CAUS: Loutkaf stdl na praci; chce s sre|E e s T
Andre Toulon jej stvoil ve tretim dile, jako auto pro manzelku; ‘o
prostfedek své ACT pomsty majoru PAT ijPe Renem _deriv egEU . blu—rl—chtivost-‘l
Kraussovi za to.cAUS, Ze zabil jeho prispévek za example-ri -h' PAT- Televizni k )
manzelku. » Jini zase Fikaji, Ze tato odménu; chtél po ni ~ “SXample-Tich. 74 7- TEIeVizni kamery jsou
zafizeni s neblahou povésti jsou pomstou nakoupit; chce od nf MEMEEILS £ G0 S E LR, O (Gl
déti.ACT rodiélim.PAT za jesle.cAUS, ale ani slibit, Ze .. ; chce, [E8 ) (LT SR ERE 1 EEE ey S s
to neni zadna lichotka. » .. aby odesel ... tyg‘é'_zﬁf%\; .

-semcategory: abstraktni vysledek dé&je
-type: N-DV-2-root

pomstychtivy vuci nékomu ‘vengeful towards sb’

chtivy pomsty vici nékomu ‘avid for revenge on sb’

A
I
I

pomsta vuci nekomu ‘revenge on sb’ + chtivy ¢eho ‘avid for sth’

20.9.2024 The Biennial of Czech Linguistics, Prague 6



Compounds: pomstychtivy ‘(re)vengeful’

POMSTIT SEgVAEIEY &

~ pf: pomstit se [blu-v-pomstit-se-1]

+ ACT4 PAT3 ORIGna+s; opt WECINERNY [NomVallex.txi]

-synon: vykonat pomstu

-derivedLUs: blu-n-pomsta-2

-example: zrazeni pratelé se mu
pomstili Inostejnosti; pomstili se
mu na détech; pomstila se
bratrovi za pomluvy

~ ho-aspect: pomsta [blu-n-pomsta-2]

+ ACT3 pos PAT3 k+3 ORIG hats; opt
-synon: odveta, odplata, msta
-derivedFrom: blu-v-pomstit-se-1

k+3

-example-rich: ACT+PAT+CAUS: Loutkar

Andre Toulon jej stvoril ve tretim dile, jako
prostifedek své ACT pomsty majoru PAT
Kraussovi za to.cAUs, Ze zabil jeho
manzZelku. « Jini zase fikaji, Ze tato
zafizeni s neblahou povésti jsou pomstou
déti. ACT rodiCim.PAT za jesle.CAUS, ale ani
to neni Zadna lichotka. « ...

-semcategory: abstraktni vysledek dé&je
-type: N-DV-2-root

(901N [v-vallex.txt]

~ impf: chtit [blu-v-chtit-2]

+ ACT1 PATj4, inf, aby, at ORIG na+6, od+2, po+6; opt
-synon: Zadat si (téZ vyménou); prat si
-derivedLUs: blu-a-chté&jici-2, blu-a-chtivy-1

-example: Co za to
ode mne chces?;
chce od rodica / po
rodiCich sv(j viastni
stdl na praci; chce
auto pro manzelku;
chce po ném
prispévek za
odmeénu; chtél po ni
nakoupit; chce od ni
slibit, Zze ... ; chce,
aby odesel ...

CHTI [NomVallex.txt]

~ impf: chtivy [blu-a-chiivy-1]

+ PAT 3, po+6, inf, aby ACT;
-synon: lacény
-derivedFrom: blu-v-chtit-2

po+6 1
-derivedLUs: blu-n-chtivost-1
-example-rich: PAT: Televizni kamery jsou
nenasytné a chtivé senzacipAT. = Citi,
jak na ném spocivaji penéz.FAT chtivé
odi Zen. « ..
-type: A-DV-6

pomstychtivy vuci nékomu ‘vengeful towards sb’

chtivy pomsty vici nékomu ‘avid for revenge on sb’

pomsta vuci nekomu ‘revenge on sb’ + chtivy ¢eho ‘avid for sth’

20.9.2024
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Motivation

How do valency properties of compound’s constituent-bases...

PR s 1 ST Pl PR \ SO oS
ll 1 ] I 3\1 I 1Y 1 7’ 3\1
\\_,I ,_L\ \\_/’ \\_/’ ,_.|§\ \\_,I

I 2 1 I 2 1

\ U U

SN N
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Motivation

How do valency properties of compound’s constituent-bases...
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Motivation

How do valency properties of compound’s constituent-bases...
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Motivation

How do valency properties of compound’s constituent-bases...

PR s 1 ST Pl PR \ SO oS
ll 1 ] I 3\1 I 1Y 1 7' 3\1
\\_,I ,_L\ \\_/’ \\_/’ ,_.|§\ \\_,I

I 2 1 I 2 1
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Syntactic relations inside Czech compounds

Bozdéchova (1994 2016a,b), Bozdéchova & Wagner (2016)

coordination ; cernob/ly black-and-white
jlhozapad ‘south-west’

e rare bolehlav ‘headache’
9 neznaboh ‘pagan’

20.9.2024 The Biennial of Czech Linguistics, Prague 12



Syntactic relations inside Czech compounds

Bozdéchova (1994 2016a,b), Bozdéchova & Wagner (2016)

coordination ; cernob/ly black-and-white
jlhozapad ‘south-west’

e rare bolehlav ‘headache’
9 neznaboh ‘pagan’

20.9.2024 The Biennial of Czech Linguistics, Prague 13



Syntactic relations inside Czech compounds

Bozdéchova (1994, 2016a,b), Bozdéchova & Wagner (2016)

C1:
e attribute: novostavba ‘new building’ , krutovlada ‘tyranny’

* subject (agent): zemétreseni ‘earthquake’, lidovldda ‘democracy’

* object (theme): svétovldda ‘world rule’, polohopis ‘topography’

e adverbial (direction, manner, means,...): rovnobézny ‘parallel’,
dalekosahly ‘far-reaching’, olejomalba ‘oil painting’

 “complement”: Zivorody ‘viviparous’, samostatny ‘self-reliant’

20.9.2024 The Biennial of Czech Linguistics, Prague 14




Czech compounds: language material

* Adjectives and deverbal nouns (stem nouns and root nouns)

* In C2: whole words (nouns or adjectives) or the base (+
derivational suffix)

C1:
e attribute: novostavba ‘new building’ , krutovlada ‘tyranny’

* subject (agent): zemétreseni ‘earthquake’, lidovldda ‘democracy’

e object (theme): svétovidda ‘world rule’, polohopis ‘topography’

e adverbial (direction, manner, means,...): rovnobézny ‘parallel’,
dalekosahly ‘far-reaching’, olejomalba ‘oil painting’

 “complement”: Zivorody ‘viviparous’, samostatny ‘self-reliant’

20.9.2024 The Biennial of Czech Linguistics, Prague 15




Remarks about terminology

 Compounds in which C1 satisfies the argument structure
requirements of C2 (Scalise & Bisetto, 2009):

— synthetic compounds
— C2: head (H)
— C1: non-head (N-H)

* Synthetic compounds (Lieber, 2009):

— Traditionally: Compounds in which the head is a deverbal element

* either an -er nominal (truck driver), an -ing noun or adjective (truck driving, hard-
working), or a passive participle (hand-made, home-made)

— Broader range of deverbal nominalizations as the heads of synthetic
compounds:

* nominalizations in -al, -ance, -ment, and -ion (e.g., trash removal, home
maintenance, home improvement, car registration)

* My data

* Noun heads deverbal, adjectival heads both deverbal and primary

— e.g., plny ‘tull’, hodny ‘worth’, jisty ‘sure’, prosty ‘free from sth’
20.9.2024 The Biennial of Czech Linguistics, Prague 16



Czech compounds: my data

* Abstract nouns and adjectives

— no: concrete nouns, e.g, person (strojvedouci ‘train driver’), tool (teplomér
‘thermometer’), object (novostavba ‘new building’), place (autoopravna ‘car
repair shop’), period of time (okamZik ‘moment’, listopad ‘November’)

* Non-head is not a pronoun, a numeral or a preposition
 Compound’s constituents are likely to be valent

e Sources (+ manual sorting):
— DeriNet (Vidra et al. 2021)

— Czech corpora (minimum frequency in SYNv4: 20)
 PaReNT tool (Svoboda — Sevéikova 2024)
* Manual search (e.g., lemma=".*vlada")

* Valency lexicons PDT-Vallex and NomVallex

* In total: > 330 compounds (deadjectival nouns not included)
— skodoliby ‘spiteful’ > skodolibost ‘spitefulness’

« Acknowledgements: Magda Sevéikova, Emil Svoboda, Jan KolaF
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Adjectives

Head
berouci
bézny
bojny
borny

cenny

citlivy
cinny

darny

rota

.9.2024

Czech compounds: my data

Stemnouns ______| Root nouns

Compound
dechberouci
rovnobézny...
bohabojny
svétoborny
drahocenny
rovnocenny
ménécenny
svétlocitlivy
dobrocinny
blahodarny
Zivotoddrny
zakonoddrny

185

Head

biti

brani

brusleni

byti

cteni

dani

The Biennial of Czech Linguistics, Prague

Compound
hromobiti
krupobiti
vinobiti
vinobrani
trnkobrani...
krasobrusleni
rychlobrusleni
Zivobyti
riznocteni
rychlocteni
rukoudani
sbohemdani
52

Head
béh

bol

byt

cit

cvik

Compound
Zivotabéh
kolobéh
volnobéh...
svetobol
srdcebol
brichabol
hlavobol
blahobyt
jemnocit
utlocit
télocvik
prostocvik
97
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What role of the base verb can the non-head of
the compound express?

Non-head:
e attribute: novostavba ‘new building’ , krutovlada ‘tyranny’

* subject (agent): zemétreseni ‘earthquake’, lidovlada ‘democracy’

* object (theme): svétovlada ‘world rule’, polohopis ‘topography’

e adverbial (direction, manner, means,...): rovnobézny ‘parallel’,
dalekosahly ‘far-reaching’, olejomalba ‘oil painting’

 “complement”: Zivorody ‘viviparous’, samostatny ‘self-reliant’

20.9.2024 The Biennial of Czech Linguistics, Prague 19



What role of the base verb can the non-head of
the compound express?

Non-head:

attribute: novostavba ‘new building’ , krutovlada ‘tyranny’

)

subject (agent): zemétreseni ‘earthquake’, lidovldada ‘democracy

object (theme): svétovlada ‘world rule’, polohopis ‘topography’

adverbial (direction, manner, means,...): rovnobézny ‘parallel’,

dalekosahly ‘far-reaching’, olejomalba ‘oil painting’
“complement”: Zivorody ‘viviparous’, samostatny ‘self-reliant’

But what about a recipient?

20.9.2024 The Biennial of Czech Linguistics, Prague 20




What role of the base verb can the non-head of

the compound express?
English compounding (Levin — Rappaport Hovav, 2005):
“The theme, but not the recipient, can be the non-head of

a compound based on a dative verb”

— story-telling to children, but *children-telling of stories

Czech nouns or adjectives the head of which is based on a dative
verb: no recipient is the non-head (usually the theme)

— base verbs ddt ‘give’, darovat ‘give, donate’, prat ‘wish’

— blahodarny ‘beneficial’, Zivotodarny ‘life-giving’, smérodatny ‘decisive’

— rukoudani ‘handshake’, blahoprani ‘congratulations’

— milodar ‘charitable gift’

However, non-heads corresponding to the theme in dative do occur
in Czech compounds (both with the interfix and without it)
— bohosluzba ‘church service’ < slouzit Bohu ‘serve to God’

— vodeéodolny ‘water-resistant’ < odolny vodé ‘resistent to water’
20.9.2024 The Biennial of Czech Linguistics, Prague 21



Stem
noun

Root

noun
20.

Forms of N-H in compounds without an interfix

-__—_

bohabojny,
chvdlyhodny,
pomstychtivy,
krvelacny,
mirumilovny,
ohleduplny,
lihuprosty,
bojeschopny,
cilevédomy,
smysluzbaveny,
svétaznaly,
ctizadostivy
rukypolibeni,
krveprolévani,
krveproliti,
dikavzdani,
zemétresen|
? vlastizrada,
9.%‘2/53 tabeh,
krvetok

bohuliby, dechberouci,
vodéodolny, srdcervouci
pravdépodobny,

Zdruvzdorny

The Biennial of Czech Linguistics, Pragle

menecenny,

vsudypritomny,
dlouhohrajici,

dalekosahly,

vysokozdvizny

ZNOVU:
otevreni,
zrozeni....

spolu: Ziti,

financovani, ...

spolu:

EI'GCE UCGSt

nactiutrhani,
nanebevstoupeni,
nanebevzeti,
zmrtvychvstdni

22



Forms of N-H in compounds without an interfix

-__—_

Stem
noun

Root

noun
20.9

bohabojny,
chvdlyhodny,
pomstychtivy,
krvelacny,
mirumilovny,
ohleduplny,
lihuprosty,
bojeschopny,
cilevédomy,
smysluzbaveny,
svétaznaly,
ctizadostivy
rukypolibeni,
krveprolévani,
krveproliti,
dikavzdani,
zemétresen|

? vlastizrada,

Zivotabéh,
2024

krvetok

bohuliby, dechberouci, ménécenny,
vodéodolny, srdcervouci  vsudypritomny,
pravdépodobny, dlouhohrajici,
Zdruvzdorny dalekosahly,
vysokozdvizny

Valency complements in these forms

in non-compound constructions:

- Adjectives: both before and behind

- Nouns: Gen,Dat,Acc,PP only behind,
Adv > Adj before

--- --- Znovu: nactiutrhani,
otevreni, nanebevstoupeni,
zrozeni.... nanebevzeti,
spolu: Ziti, zmrtvychvstdni
financovani, ...

--- --- spolu: ---

EI'GCE UCGSt
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How do valency properties of compound’s constituents
contribute to valency of the compound as a whole?

vuci néekomu ‘towards sb’

pomstychtivy vaci néekomu ‘vengeful towards sb’

1. Contribution of the head
2. Contribution of the non-head

20.9.2024 The Biennial of Czech Linguistics, Prague 24



How do valency properties of compound’s constituents
contribute to valency of the compound as a whole?

Lapshinova-Koltunski (2008): das Grundproblem, dass...
German compounds modified by ~the basicproblemthat..”
a subordinate clause. " 0
@ \
\ \
das Beweismittel, dass... p ‘1\‘
‘the means of evidence that... W2
G der Ehrgeiz, dass...
‘the ambition that..’
“\\\ V\\\~ - //',‘ 7777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777
o [ ) | 0
- @
\\‘ ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, v{;; ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
\V—‘\
W1
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How do valency properties of the head contribute
to valency of the compound as a whole?

One of the complements of the head is saturated by the non-head:
— attribute: novostavba ‘new building’ , krutoviada ‘tyranny’
— subject (agent): zemétreseni ‘earthquake’, lidovlada ‘democracy’

— object (theme): svétoviada ‘world rule’, polohopis ‘topography’

— adverbial (direction, manner, means,...): rovnobézny ‘parallel’, dalekosdhly ‘far-
reaching’, olejomalba ‘oil painting’

— “complement”: Zivorody ‘viviparous’, samostatny ‘self-reliant’

What about the other head’s complements? Are they likely to be
expressed as complements of the whole compound?

20.9.2024 The Biennial of Czech Linguistics, Prague 26



Non-head: An attribute modifying the head

* The head usually keeps its valency (agent + theme / direction / ...)
— svétondzor na néco ‘world view on sth’
— hrdzovldada nad kym ‘reign of terror over sb’
— velezrada ceho ‘high treason of sth’
— krasojizda kam / na ¢em ‘trick riding where / on sth’
— Zlozvyk délat ‘bad habit of doing sth’
— dobrosrdecny k néekomu ‘kind-hearted to sb’

 New valency

— rovnopravny s kym ‘equal’

— velkorysy k / vic¢i nékomu ‘generous / benevolent to sb’
* No valency or only in the figurative sense

— veletok ‘great river’
— veletok nadseni ‘great river of enthusiasm’

20.9.2024 The Biennial of Czech Linguistics, Prague 27



Non-head: An adverbial modifying the head

* |f participants (usually agent+theme) are present in the valency
frame of the head, they can usually be expressed in the
compound, too:

— autodoprava osob ‘road transport of people’
— olejomalba kvétin ‘oil painting of flowers’ (both action and a substance)
— elektrolécba kolena ‘electrotherapy treatment of knee’
— lukostrelba na cil ‘target archery’
— moje horolezeni ‘my mountain climbing’
— Kolumbova moreplavba ‘Columbus’ seafaring’
— svobodomysiny v cem ‘free-thinking’
* The theme is not present
— vysokozdvizny ‘fork-lift’
* New / lexicalized meaning

— rdznocteni bdsni ‘variant reading of poems’

— volnobéh ‘idling’
20.9.2024 The Biennial of Czech Linguistics, Prague 28



Non-head: The head’s agent

Rather rare, represented only by nouns

Valency of the head is usually fully saturated (the theme is not
present)

Stem nouns:

— zemétreseni ‘earthquake’
— vinobiti ‘breakers’

— kuropéni ‘cockcrow’

Root nouns (often lexicalized):
— krvotok ‘hemorrhage’

— lidovlada ‘democracy’

— slunovrat ‘solstice’

— slovosled ‘word order’

Agent possible if the compound is used in the figurative meaning
— vodopadd (slov, slz) ‘waterfall (of words, tears)’

— vodotrysk (krve, slz) ‘fountain (of blood, tears)’
20.9.2024 The Biennial of Czech Linguistics, Prague 29



Non-head: The head’s theme

 The most frequent type of synthetic compounds

1. The theme is a concrete noun = only the head contrlbutes to

valency of the compound

: Nrﬂs\
i 3
””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””” | A N
1
A
/N
l 1
I

2. The theme is an abstract noun = both the head and the non-
head can contribute to valency of the compound

20.9.2024

1 NyﬂN\
1 ] 1
-, ~Q 1 3
Py Yt — - W2
l1 1 ] l\ 1 1
\_/ ,J.\ .~ ! ,—l\
l\ 2 I 1
\_/’ \\_I’
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The theme (non-head) is a concrete noun

 Documented with both adjectives and nouns:

— masozravy ‘carnivorous’, svétaznaly ‘travellled’, vodéodolny ‘water-
resistant’

— krveproliti ‘bloodshed’, vinobrani ‘grape harvest’, rukoudani
‘handshake’

— svetovldda ‘world rule’, viastizrada ‘(high) treason’, bratrovrazda
‘fratricide’, krajinomalba ‘landscape painting’

* Nouns usually may be modified by Agent

— nase vinobrani ‘our grape harvest’, jejich svétovlada ‘their world rule’,
Kainova bratrovrazda ‘Cain’s fratricide’

* Rare cases when another participant is expressed
— svetoznamy c¢im ‘world-famous for sth’

 New meanings, new valency

— krveproliti (brutdlni ndsili) na kom ‘bloodshed (brutal violence) on sb’
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The theme is an abstract noun: Adjectives

Mostly compounds with heads having a theme expressed in Gen

— pomstychtivy ‘vengeful’, ohleduplny ‘regardful’, divéryhodny
‘trustworthy’, bojeschopny ‘fit to fight’, mirumilovny ‘peace-loving’

— chtivy ‘avid’ and schopny ‘able’ related to modal verbs ‘want’ and ‘be
able’

— semantically underspecified adjectives = employment of the nouns

Valency of the head is fully saturated by the non-head and so
valency of the compound as a whole (if any) seems to be
contributed by the non-head

— pomstychtivy vuci komu ‘vengeful towards sb’

— rozporuplny v ¢em ‘contradictory in sth’

— smysluplny pro koho ‘meaningful to sb’

— laskyplny k nekomu “full of love for sb’
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The theme is an abstract noun: Adjectives

Compounds modified by valency complements not very frequent

— many have no valency, although the employed abstract noun non-heads do
have some

— bojechtivy ‘combative’, hrizyplny ‘hair-raising’
Not clear what constituent contributes to valency of the whole
compound

— Skodoliby vici nékomu ‘spiteful towards sb’, zkdzonosny ‘devastating’,
smeérodatny ‘decisive’, blahoddrny ‘beneficial’ pro koho ‘“for sb’

Not clear syntactic relation between the head and the non-head

— licomérny ‘two faced’

New meaning, new valency
— mirumilovny vici komu ‘peace-loving / peaceable / peaceful to sb’
— Idiomatic meaning rather than compositional

20.9.2024 The Biennial of Czech Linguistics, Prague 33



The theme is an abstract noun: Nouns

e Such noun compounds are infrequent

— dikavzdani ‘thanksgiving’, blahoprani ‘congratulations’, vérovyzndni
‘profession of faith’, milodar ‘charitable gift’, chvalozpév ‘hymn’

e dikavzdani ‘thanksgiving’ < vzddt diky ‘give one’s thanks’

— ‘give one’s thanks’: a light verb construction, in which some pairs of
nominal and verbal valency complements are linked by coreference (agent
and recipient, in this case) (Kettnerova, 2021)

— dikdvzdani svétici za ochranu Prahy

‘thanksgiving to a saint for the protection of Prague’
— za néeco ‘for sth’ seems to be contributed by the non-head dik ‘thanks’

* blahoprani mistnim dobrovolnym hasicim k jejich vyroci
‘congratulations to local volunteer firemen to their anniversary’

— complements of the whole compound seem to be contributed by the head

prani ‘wish(es)’
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How do valency properties of compound’s constituents
contribute to valency of the compound as a whole?
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Conclusions

Contribution of the compound’s constituents:
— mostly, only the head is involved
— in compounds with abstract non-heads, the non-head can be involved, too

Though the two autosemantic ‘bases’ are linked up to each other,
with seemingly clear syntactic relationship between them, most
Czech compounds do not seem to adhere to strict grammatical
rules how to express the constituents’ valency complements

— contrary to, e.g., light verb constructions

Idiomatic meaning rather than compositional
Compounds take their own meaning and they — as a whole — also
display their own valency

— influenced by valency of compounds’ constituents

— cannot be reliably inferred from them
— to be individually captured in a valency lexicon
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Thank you for your attention!

https://ufal.mff.cuni.cz/nomvallex

http://quest.ms.mff.cuni.cz/vallex/
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https://logic.ff.cuni.cz/nomvallex-beta/
https://ufal.mff.cuni.cz/nomvallex
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